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HanpasneHHbI# MyTareHe3 MCIONB30BAH AN U3YYEHUsI CTPYKTYPHO! OCHOBBI LIBETOBOIO Pa3HOO0pa3us
dyopecueHTHbIX 6€JKOB Ha IPHMEPE ABYX ONU3KOPOACTBEHHbIX OENKOB H3 OXHOrO OopraHusMa (KopaJ-
J0BOTO nosumna Zoanthus sp.), ONHH U3 KOTOPLIX OGafan 3eA€HOM, a APYroil — XKeNToi (PryopecueHImei.
B pesysnprare ObiIy NOMyUYEHB] CAEAYIOLIHNE NEPEXOHB] UBETOB IMMCCHH: U3 KEJITOIO B 3€JEHbIH, H3 XeJi-
TOrO B IBYXUBETHBIN (3KEJITBIA U 3ENEHDIN), U3 3ENEHOIO B KENThIM. CKauko0oOpa3Hblil XapakTep CIEKT-
paNbHBIX NEPEXOROB H BO3MOXKHOCThL NPOSABJIEHUSA ABYXUBETHOH (DIyOPECUECHUUH TO3BOJISAIOT NIPEANONa-
raTh, YTO 34 3EJICHYIO M KEJNTYIO (TyOPECUEHIUIO OTBETCTBEHHB! XHMHUECKH pasyinuibie quiyopodop-
Hbie rpynnbl. Jns ek THBHOro (opMHUPOBAHUS XEJITOrO, a HE 3eJeHOro (hiayopoopa HEOOXOAHMO
OHOBpEMEHHOE npucyTcTBUe octaTkos Gly63, Lys65 n Asp68.

Kaiwueevie caoea: GFP, zFPS506, zFP538; mymazenes.

BBEJIEHUE

Knonuposauue reHa 3e1eHoro iyopecueHTHOIO
6eaka (Green Fluorescent Protein — GFP) u3 Menysnl
Aequorea victoria OTKPbIIO LIMPOKHME BO3MOXKHOCTH
ucnonszosanuss GFP B OHOTEXHONOTHU B Ka4yecTBe
NPIKM3HEHHOTO MapKepa TeHHOM akcnpeccuu [1-7].
I'maBHOH OCOOEHHOCTHIO 3TOr0 OEJiKa, NO3BONAIOLIEH
UCNOJB30BaTh €r0 B Pa3HOOOPAa3HbIX T'ETEPOJIOrMY-
HBIX CUCTEMAX IKCIpeccuu (OT OAKTEPUI 1O MIEKONHU-
TaruX), spasetcs cnocodbnocts GFP camocrosirens-
HO (popMupoBaTh (UIyopohOpPHYIO TpymIy BHYTPU
OEKOBOH IOOYNbI 0€3 MPHBICYEHHS BHEIIHUX Op-
ranndeckux kodaktopos [8~11]. Xpomodop obpa-
3yeTCsl NyTeM LMKIM3ALMH OEJKOBOrO OCTOBA BO
thparmenre 65-67 (Ser-Tyr-Gly) u nmocnenyromero
RETUAPOre€HUPOBAHUS METHIEHOBOIO MOCTHKA OOKO-
BOI# Henu ocraTka Tyr66. B pesynbraTe hopmupyer-
Csl CTPYKTypa C CHUCTEMOH COIPSIAKEHHBIX ABOHHBIX
CBSI3€H, CIOCOOHAsT TIOTJIOLATL M UCIYCKATh CBET B
BHUUMOM 00facTH cnexTpa (MakCUMyM (piyopecuen-
muu 508 Hm). C NOMOILUBIO PEHTTEHOCTPYKTYPHOIO
a”Hanu3a NoKasaHo, 4To nojunentugdas vens GFP
yioxkeHa B (hopMe Tak Ha3biBaEMOro 3-604oHKa, 00-
pazoBaHHOrO 11 -cosiMi, B HEHTPE KOTOPOro Npo-
xoput o-cniupans [10, 11]. Xpomodopras rpynna

# ApgTop anis nepenvcky (rei./cdaxc: (095) 330-70-56; an. noura:
luk@ibch.ru). '

303

BXOAUT B COCTaB 3TOH (I-CHUPANU U PACIIONOXKEHA B
UEHTPANBHON yacT rnodynsl. TakuM o6paszom, xpo-
MOGOP MOJHOCTBIO U30JIMPOBAH OT OKPYXKAIOLETO
pacTBopa UM KOHTAaKTUPYET TONBLKO C TEMH aMHHO-
KHMCHOTHBIMH OCTAaTKaMM, OOKOBbIE UEINH KOTOPhIX
HOrPYKEHBI BHYTPL B-004OHKa.

MHOrouncieHHbIe TONBITKH U3MEHHTDL LBET (PIry-
opecueHipu GFP nyTem MyTareHe3a BbISIBHIIM TONLKO
IOBE aMHHOKHC/IOTHBIE MO3HMLMU, CIIOCOOHBIE CYILECT-
BEHHO BJMSITH Ha CnekTp ammccun [12-14]. Bo-nep-
BbIX, 3aMeHa ocTaTka Tyr66, BXOASILEro B CTPYKTYPY
dnyopochopa, Ha OcTaTKM APYTUX QPOMATHIECKHX
amunoxkucaor (Trp, Phe unu His) npuBoguT K caBUTY
hayopecueHIMU B CUHIOW 00sacTh ([0 442 um) [15].
Bo-BTopeix, 3amena ocratka Ser203 wa Tyr unu His
BBI3BIBAET KPACHBIN CABUI amMuccuu go 529 um [ 10].

Hepasro B Hamen maGopaTopuu ObILIM KJIOHUPO-
sanbl KJIHK, xopupyroume GFP-nopoGHbie O€nKH,
KOTOpbIE ONpeaeasaior (hIyOpeCUEHTHYIO OKPACKY
KOpannoB (knacc Anthozoa) [16, 17]. tu 6enxku cyle-
CTBEHHO PA3JIMYAIOTCS BETOM (PI1yOPECLEHIIMHE 1 MO-
ryT OBITh NOAPA3[ENEHbl HA YETHIPE IPYNIILI B 3ABH-
CHMOCTH OT HOJOXKEHHst MAKCUMYMa CNEKTpa 3MHUC-
CUM B cuHe-3eneHOoN (~485 HM), 3emeHoi (~505 um),
skenton (~540 uMm) u kpacuou (>580 M) o6acTsx
cniekrpa. O4eBHAHO, MOHUMAaHUE B3AUMOCBSI3H MEXK-
RY CTPYKTYpPO# OeJIKa ¥ UBETOM ero (PJyopecUeHLN
uMeeT OOJIBUIOE HAYUHOE U TIPUKJIAJHOE 3HAYECHHE.
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Puc. 1. CpaBHeHHE aMHHOKHCIOTHBIX [IOCHENOBaTeIbHOCTEN (hiyopecueHTHbix GenkoB GFP, zFP506 u zFP538. B nocnegopa-
TensHOCTH ZFP538 aMHHOKHCIOTHBIE OCTATKH, COBNAfaloUmlHe C COOTBETCTBYIOIAMH ocTaTKaMu zFP506, 0603HaueHk! nipo-
4yepkamy. Pa3pbiBbl, BHECEHHbIE IS BBIDABHHBAHMS NOCIEAOBaTENbHOCTEH, 0003HaYeHbI TOUKaMil, Hymepauus octaTKoB co-
OTBETCTBYET rocaenoBateibHOCTH GFP. AMHHOKHCIOTHBIE OCTaTKH, OOKOBBIE LENH KOTOPBIX MOrpyKeHs! B OEIKOBYIO I10-
Oyny [10, 11], nokasaubl Ha cepom oue. Popmupyroune xpomodop GFP ocratku Tyr66 u Gly67 noguepkuyTsl. OcTaTky,
KOTOpbIE B DAHHOMH paboTe ObUIM MyTUPOBAHbI, IOKa3aHbI HA YePHOM (oke.

B nanHo# paboTe Mbl UCIIOJIL30BANN HANPaBIIEH-
HbIA MyTareHes HJisl BbISICHEHHMSI POJM HEKOTOPBIX
AMMHOKMCIOTHBIX OCTAaTKOB, ONPEJENISIIOLIUX LBET
3€JICHOIO M XKEJTOro (QIIyOpECUCHTHbIX OEIKOB M3
Kopannosoro rnoauna Zoanthus sp. (knacc Anthozoa).

PE3VYIJIBTATDBI 1 OBCYXJIEHHUE

Panee namu 6u11u knouuposansbl K JHK aByx Bbico-
KOTOMONOrUYHEIX (QYyOPECUEHTHBIX OEIKOB, CHHTESH-
PYOLIEXCS. B OHOM OPraHu3Me, KOpPaJUTOBOM IOJIMIIE
Zoanthus sp. [16] O1u 6es1KU UMETH YETKHE CIIEKTPATb-
Hble pasanusi. Onua w3 Hux, zFP506, dnyopecuupo-
Bajl B 3e1eHOi obnactu cnektpa (506 HM), a Apyroi,
zFP538, — B xenaron obaactu (538 HM). Bbicokoe
CXO[ICTBO aMMHOKMCIOTHBIX MNOCHACAOBATENLHOCTEH
zFP506 u zFP538 (87% WEEHTHUYHOCTH) JE€NAeT uX
YOOOHON MOAEBIO AJIsT BbISIBJICHHST AMHHOKUCAOTHBIX
OCTATKOB, ONPENENSIOMX BET (PIIyOPECUEHIUH.

- CpaBHenMe aMHHOKUCIOTHBIX NOCIEN0OBATENBHOC-
teil GFP, zFP506 n zFP538 nokaszano Ha pyc. |. Ecan
NIPHHSATD, YTO IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHAS CTPYKTYpa (payopec-
LEHTHBIX GEJIKOB W3 KOPAIOB CXO[HA C [3-GOUOHKOM
GFP (HenaBHO cXOACTBO € 3-G0YOHKOM ObLITO MOKA3aHO
Ha IIpYMMEPE CTPYKTYPbl KPacHOro (hJIyOPECHEHTHOIO
oenka drFP583 [18, 19]), T0 MOXKHO 3aKIIHOUMTD, YTO U3
31 aMMHOKHMCIOTHOU NO3uimH, pasmuyarommei zFP506
u zFP538, TonbpKO BOCEMb NIPUXONSATCA HA BHYTPEH-
"Y€ (NOrpyKEHHBIE B III00YIy) OcTaTky. YeTsipe u3
9TUX BOCBMH OCTATKOB TPYNIUPYIOTCS B HENOCPEA-
CTBEHHOHN ONMM30CTH OT AMHUHOKMCIOTHBIX MMO3ULKA

BUOOPTAHUYECKAS XMMUMS

66 u 67, popmupyromux xpomodop. Mbi npeanono-
JKUJIM, UTO TPH M3 3THX OCTaTKOB (10o3uuui 63, 65 u
68) MOryT ONpenessaTh pas3jiuuyue 1BETOB (hiyopec-
neduuu zFP506 u zZFP538.

CHavana MbI TIPOBEPWIH BIHSHUE 3aMEHBI OCTAT-
Ka Lys65 sxenroro Oeska zFP538 Ha cnekTp ero cury-
OPECUEHIHH (3TOT IKCIIEPUMEHT SIBJISIICS 9acThiO 00-
JIee LIHPOKOTO NMPOEKTA MO MYTareHe3y HECKOJIBKUX
tayopecueHTHbIX 0€IKOB B nonoxkeHud 65). C noMo-
IBIO BbIPOXKIEHHOTO npaiimepa pist [THP Obu1o Tec-
THPOBAHO CEMb AMUHOKHCIOTHBIX 3aMEH 10 3TOMY
nonoxenuro (Leu, lle, Met, His, Gln, Asn nnu Lys).
Hcnonp3ysi payopecUeHTHBIA MHMKPOCKOI, OKOJIO
100 xy10HOB OBLTH BH3YaIbHO HHCIIEKTHPOBAHbI HA Ha-
awuue v useT ayopecueHgui. OOHapy>KUIOCh, YTO
0K0510 50 KJIOHOB (DJTyOPECUHPOBAITH 3€JIEHBIM CBETOM
Pa3IMYHON WHTEHCUBHOCTH, M TOJILKO HIECTh KJIOHOB
ol0mapaim XeJaTOl (PAyopecUeHUHER. AHANN3 3THX
LIECTH KJIOHOB ITOKA3aJl, YTO BCE OHU COPEPKAT B NO-
JoxkeHw 65 ocratok Lys. F3 3e1eHbIX KIOHOB MbI e~
TaJILHO 0XapaKTEPU30BaIN caMbIil SIPKUI BAPHAHT, CO-
pepskaumit 3aMeHy K65M. Ortor myranT OKasaics
MpaKTHYecKu HeoTauuuM ot zFP506 xak no gopme u
MaKCHMYMaM CIIEKTPOB BO3DYXXIEHUS-3MHCCUH, TAK U
IO SIPKOCTH (payopecleHumH (puc. 2a).

ITockoneky xapakTepHOH 4epToi ocratka Lys
ABJISETCS HATMUME MOJOXKHUTENBHOIO 3apsina Ha 00-
KOBOY LIENH, MbI IPOBEPUIIH RPYTOi} NONOXKUTENBHO
3apsKEHHBIN AMHHOKHUCIOTHBIA OCTaTOK — Arg — Ha
BO3MOKHOCTb 3aMeHbl UM Lys65 ¢ coxpaHeHuem
SKenToi (hyyopecueHun. buim momydeH MyTaHT
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zFP538-K65R, xoTopsiil npu sxcnpeccuu B E. coli e
co3peBan go craguu PIyopecleHTHOro OemKa.

Taxwum obpasom, ocratox Lys6S B zFP538 okasan-
CSI KJTFOUEBBIM AMUHOKUCIOTHRIM OCTATKOM, HEOOXO-
BUMbBIM ISt IPOSIBJIEHUS] SKEJTOH, a HE 3€JI€HOH (1y-
opecueHuy. [Tony4deHHbIN pe3yabTaT OKa3aucsa Heo-
SKUAHHBIM, TIOCKOIBKY JIU3MH B 3TOM TOJIOKEHUM HE
SIBASIETCST YHUKANbHBIM [Iiist ZFP338: ewe oguH U3 us-
BECTHBIX (PNyOpeCcUeHTHbIX 6eKkoB, amFP486, makcu-
MYM CIIEKTPA IMHUCCUN KOTOPOTO JIEXKHT B CHHE-3€N€C-
HOM (486 HM) oOacTu criekTpa, HeceT ocTaTok Lys65
[16]. CnepoBarensbHO, MOXKHO 3aKJIIOUYMTD, YTO TOJb-
KO coBMecTHOE niericTBue Lys65 n kakux-mubdo gpyrux
OCTATKOB MPUBOXUT K XapaKTEPHOMY CABUIY CIIEKTPa
(pNyOpeCUEHIHM B AIHHHOBOJIHOBYH) OONACTh.

Hanee Mbl 00paTHII BHUIMAHKE HA OCTATOK AsSp68,
yHuKanbHbIA mist zFP538 (ocranbHbie HM3BECTHbIE
¢pyopecueHTHBIE OENKHA HECYT B NOAOXKEeHUU 68 oc-
Ttatku Asn, Ser wiu Val [16]). 3amena D6SN npusena
K JBYXITMKOBOH (POPME IMUCCHOHHOU MOJOCHI C MAK-
cuMymami B 3esieHou (506 um) u xxenton (537 uM) 06-
nacTax cnekrpa (puc. 26). Takum oO6pa3oM, OCcTaTOK
Asp68 B zFP538 BaskeH, HO He aOCOMIOTHO HEODXO-
UM 75t DPOSIBJIEHUS KEITON IIyopeCLEHINN.

B 3axiroueHue Mbl IONpoOOBaTH IPEBPATUTD 3€-
JeHblil (payopecueHTHbIH 6esoK zFP506 B xeaThlil.
OnHako npUCYTCTBUS OcTaTKOB Lys B nostoxxkenuu 65
U ASp B IOJTOXKEHHU 68 0Ka3a10Ch A1 3TOr0 HEloCTa-
To4yHO: MyTaHT zFP506-N65K/N68D diyopecuupo-
BaJl B 3€JICHOU 00JIACTH CHEKTPa, OTAMYAsICh OT 3eJ€-
HOro Oenka ANKOro THIIA TOJILKO NOHHKEHHOH SIPKO-
CTBIO (JaHHBIE HE NpPEeACTaBiIeHbl). TOMBKO TPOHNHON
myTaHT zZFP506-A63G/N65K/N68D npuodpen xeJ-
TYIO (PIYOPECUEHUUIO ¢ MAKCUMYMOM CIIEKTPA IMHC-
cuu ipu 537 uM (puc. 26). [10 CPaBHEHMIO C XKENTHIM
oeakom zFP538 9TOT MyTaHT HMEN HECKOJNBKO U3ME-
HEHHbBII CIIEKTP BO3OYXKAEHUS: MHHOPHBIA MUK NpPHU
494 uM crast 6onee BbIPAKEHHbBIM.

Taxum o6pazoM, HaM yAAIOCH OCYLIECTBUTD ClIe-
AyIOMMEe MEPEeXOfbl UBETOB (PIYyOPECUEHUMH Il
6enkos zFP506 u zFP538: u3 xxenToro B 3e/ieHbIN, U3
SKEJITOTO B ABYXUBETHLIN (3KEJITHLIA M 3EJIEHBIN), U3
3€JIEHOTO B XenThiid. CleayeT OTMETUTh CKaYK000-
pasHblil XapakTep 3THX CHEKTPAIBHBIX NEPEXONOB
0¢3 NMOSIBJEHHUS MTUKOB (DyOpEeCUEHIIMH B IIPOMEXKY-
TOYHOH O0JIaCTH CIEKTPA.

Oco6b1i HHTEpeC npeacraBaseT MyTaHT zFP538—
D68N, obnagaroLuuii ABYXNMMKOBOH (pOpMOH criekTpa
amuccun. Panee nogoOHbIe MyTaHTbI, MMEXOLIME MaK-
CHMYMbI (DITYOPECLEHIMH B 3€I€HON U KPACHOH 00na-
CTSIX CIIEKTPa, OBIIN ONUCaHbI IS ABYX KPACHBIX (DITy-
opecueHTHbIX OenxkoB asFP595 u drFP583 [20-24].
CTpykTypHblE€ MCCIE0BaHMs MOKAa3alIl, YTO Kpac-
HY0 (PIIyOpECUEHIMIO 9TUX OENKOB ONPENENSIOT XU-
MHUYECKU Pa3InyHbIE XPOMOMOPHLIE IPYIIbI, OTIH-
yaromMecs: Takxke u oT xpomodgopa GFP [25, 26].
HByxnukosasi pryopecueHIusi MyTaHTHbIX asFP595
u drFP583 o6bscusieTcst B 3TOM cilyyae TeM, YTO He-
Ne 4
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Puic. 2. CeKTpsl BO3OYXACHHS H 3MHUCCHU DIIyOpecueH-
uun 6enkoB zFP506, zFP538 u ux MyTaHTOB ¢ M3MEHEH-
HBIM UBETOM (payopecueHuun: (a) 3€AeHbIH MyTaHT
zFP538—K65M (uepHble NHHUA) B CPABHEHHH C 3€JEHbIM
Genkom zFP506 (cepble Tosictvle muuun); (6) 3eeHO-
xenteti mytanT zFP538-D68N; (8) sxenteii MyTaHT
zZFP506—-A63G/N65K/N68D (uepHble JMHHHM) B CpaBHe-
HHM C sKenThM GenkoM zFP538 (cepoie ToscTble MHHNM).
B kaxxpoit nape crnexTpos 60sie€ KOPOTKOBOJIHOBLIM 5IB-
JISIETCSA CHEKTP BO3OYKAEHHUs, Dosee NTHHHOBOIHOBBIM —
CNEKTP 3MHUCCHH.

KOTOPBIE MyTALUU 3aTPYNHAIOT OOPa30BAHUE HATHB-
HOro “kpacHoro” xpoMogopa, 4 B 4acTu OEJIKOBBIX
monexkyn gopmupyetcss GFP-nogo6usIi “senenbii”
xpomocpop. Hamum pesynpTaTsl roBOpAT B HOJB3Y
TOTO, YTO 34 3€JEHYIO U KEJITYIO (PIYOPECLEHLMIO
zFP506 u zFP538 OTBETCTBEHHbI XUMUYECKH Pa3JIHd-
Hble (hyryopoopbl. MOXKHO NMPENNONOXKUTE, YTO MO~
JIOKUTENbHBIA 3apsan octaTka Lys65 u orpunaresns-
HbIH 3apsiy ocratka Asp68 BOBJECYCHBI B KaTAJH3
npd QOPMHUPOBAHUM “‘KEATOro” xpoModopa, B TO
BpeMst Kak ocraTok Gly63 nmpepgocrasnsieT HeE0OXO-
AUMYIO TIOABUXKHOCTbL OENKOBOH LETIH.

OKCIIEPUMEHTANIBHAA YACTH

B padore wucnonw3zobanu Tpuc, xJopucThiil Ha-
tpuid, EDTA, nyxneoruprpudocharsr (Sigma,
CHIA); auponykneassl pecrpukumu (New England
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Biolabs, CIIA); cmecs nonumepas st [THP Advan-
tage KlenTaq (Clontech, CHIA).

HanpasnesHs1ii MyTarese3 NpOBOJUIN C IIOMO-
wpro 1P ¢ npafimepamu, obecriednBarOLLIMMK 1iE-
AEBYIO 3aMeny, no merony [27]. MyranThsle JHK-
NOCIENOBATENBHOCTH KJIOHUPOBAIH B SKCIIPECCUOH-
ub1d BekTop pQE30 (Qiagen), Hcrionb3ys CaAiThI pec-
tpukuuu BamHl u Sall. BueceHue 1eneBbIx U OTCyT-
CTBHE CHy4YafHbIX HYKJIEOTHAHBIX 3aMEH KOHTPOJIU-
pOBanN  CEKBCHHPOBAHMEM HA  ABTOMATUYECKOM
cekseHaTope CEQ 2000 (Beckman, CUIA). IToayueH-
Hbl€ PEKOMOHWHAHTHBIE OEJIKH HECTH BMECTO IEPBOrO
ocratka Met nocnegosareasnocts MRHHHHHHGS,
KOTOpasi M03BOJIAET ObICTPO OYHMLIATH 3TH OEJKH C
noMouipro Metamnoaddunton xpomarorpaduu.

Hns Hapa6oTKH (p1yopecueATHBIX §EIKOB IITaM-
Mbl E. coli, secyiue pekoMOHHAHTHBIE TWIA3MI/bI,
BeIpamusany nmpu 37°C B o6veme 50 ma fo ontuye-
cxoil nnotHoctu okono 0.6. ITocne aroro skcnpec-
curo uHAyuuposanu godasnenueM IPTG g0 koHLeHT-
pauuu 0.2 MM. [Jance KynbTypy UHKYOHPOBAIH NpU
37°C B Teuenute Houu. Ha cnenyromuii geds KieTku
codupanu LEeHTPUQYripOBaHUEM, PECYCIIEHANPOBA-
i B 6ycpepe 20 MM Tpuc-HCI, pH 8.0, 100 MM NaCl
1 paspymany yaesTpaspykoMm. [locne uneHTpugyru-
poBaHust 00pasua (PIyopecueHTHbIE OENKU BBIAES-
JIM U3 PaCTBOPUMOI (hpaKUMU C TOMOUILIO METAIO-
acppunnoro copdenta TALON (Clontech) cornacHo
peKOMEHIALHSIM IPOU3BOMUTEIS. DIIOLHUIO C COPOCH-
Ta nposoauau 0ygepom 20 MM Tpuc-HCI, pH 8.0,
100 MM NaCl, 100 MM EDTA. CreneHb OYHCTKH
0eJKOB Obl1a He MeHee 90% 110 JaHHLIM rejb-3JIeK-

Tpocdopesa.

CnekTpanbHble U3MepeHHs IPOBOJIUIIH HA CIIEKT-
potpnyopumerpe LS50B (Perkin—Elmer). Ilepen usz-
MEPEHUSIMU 00pa3iubl OEJKOB pa3Bofuiin OygepoM
20 MM Tpuc-HC, pH 8.0, 100 MM NaCl go xoHueHT-
pauum oxoJ10 50 MKr/mil,

PaboTa BeinmonHeHa npu nongepskke Poccuiicko-
ro (poupa pyHHaMEHTANIBLHBIX HCCIeJOBaHUI (TPaHT
Ne 01-04-49037).
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Key Amino Acid Residues Responsible for the Color of the Green and Yellow

Fluorescent Proteins from the Coral Polyp Zoanthus sp.

Yu. G. Yanushevich®, M. E. Bulina*, N. G. Gurskaya*, A. P. Savitskii**, and K. A. Lukyanov**

#Phone/fax: +7(095) 330-7056, e-mail. luk@ibch.ru
*Shemyakin—Ovchinnikov Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry, Russian Academy of Sciences,
ul. Miklukho-Maklaya 16/10, GSP Moscow, 117997 Russia
** Bach Institute of Biochemistry, Russian Academy of Sciences, Leninskii pr. 33, Moscow, 117071 Russia

Site-directed mutagenesis was used to study the structural basis of color diversity of fluorescent proteins by the
example of two closely related proteins from one organism (coral polyp Zoanthus sp.), one of which produces
green and the other, yellow fluorescence. As a result, the following conversions of emission colors were per-
formed: from yellow to green, from yellow to a dual color (yellow and green), and from green to yellow. The
saltatory character of the spectral transitions and the manifestation of the dual-color fluorescence suggest that
chemically different fluorophores are responsible for the green and yellow fluorescence. The simultaneous pres-
ence of three residues, Gly63, Lys65, and Asp68, is necessary for the efficient formation of the yellow rather than
green fluorophore. The English version of the paper: Russian Journal of Bioorganic Chemistry, 2002, vol. 28,
no. 4; see also http://www.maik.ru.

Key words: green fluorescent protein, GFP, zFP5006, zFP538, mutagenesis
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